
YACHT CHARTER GUIDE

BAHAMAS

THE EXUMAS





DAY 1 - NASSAU

Join your yacht in the spectacular Atlantis Marina on 
Nassau’s Paradise Island. You may choose to stop at the 
Straw Market to pick up a wide-brimmed hat and woven 
tote for shelling on your way to Atlantis. Once you arrive at 
Atlantis, be sure to check out the famous “dig.” The dig is 
filled with every sea creature imaginable. You may choose to 
grab an inner tube and take a ride down the lazy river circling 
the entire water park of Atlantis. For the more adventurer 
type, check out the Dolphin Encounter where you can swim 
with the dolphins. If you are feeling lucky, take a stroll though 
the large casino and see if lady luck is on your side. 
Some guests prefer to fly into Nassau a few days before their 
yacht charter to spend a few days at the Atlantis Resort. 
Another option would be to fly into Nassau and make 
your way to Albany Marina, a short 10-minute drive from 
the airport, where you can board your yacht and take off 
immediately for the Exumas.

DAY 2 - HIGHBOURNE CAY

This morning we will depart Paradise Island  for our 
passage to the northern Exuma Islands where we will stop off 
at Highbourne Cay Marina for the evening. We can spend the 
afternoon beach combing and playing with the water sports 
equipment like the tender and WaveRunner reef snorkeling 
or offshore fishing as desired. Tonight we can have dinner on 
board while anchored out under the tropical stars, or secured 
at Highbourne Cay Marina.

DAY 3 - STANIEL CAY AND BIG MAJORS 

Staniel Cay is the jewel in the center of the long 
necklace of Exuma islands stretching for 100 miles southeast 
of Nassau. Less than a mile square and home to about 100 
people, Staniel Cay is the hub for the Pipe Creek area, a 
group of islands stretching for eight miles north to Compass 
Cay.  Of particular interest is "Thunderball Grotto," a 
hollowed-out island where James bond movies "Never Say 
Never Again" and "Thunderball" as well as "Splash" were 
filmed. Snorkelers can swim into the natural fish bowl at 
slack tide and become one with the many varieties of fish. 
Light streams through the top where rain has eroded natural 
skylights.  There are several entrances and passageways 
to explore. Look but don't touch... Thunderball islands are 
protected by the Bahamas National Trust. Anglers are treated 
to some of the best bonefishing flats in the world, (there's 
an annual Bone Fishing Festival each summer), while Exuma 
Sound offers blue water fishing only minutes offshore. Local 
guides are always available.
A stop at Hog Beach, Big Major Island, is a must to see the 
famous swimming pigs. Rumor has it that about fifty years 
ago, a farmer brought some pigs to the island to forage in the 
wild and serve as the food supply for his family. The farmer 
is long gone, but the pigs remain, swimming into the surf to 
greet arriving boats and beg for day-old bread.  You may be 
lucky enough to convince one of the pigs to come swimming 
with you in the crystal clear water in the cove.

DAY 4 - PIPE CAY AREA

Boaters will want to explore the waterways known 
as Pipe Creek, which stretches about eight miles and is a 
winding passage through the tiny islands between Staniel 
and Compass Cays. A carefully arranged array of old net’s, 
wooden planks and castaway buoys make up the  exclusive 
“Pipe Creek Yacht Club”, stop by here for a unique photo 
opportunity! 
There are plenty of great spots for shelling, snorkeling, 
diving, and bonefishing. Tonight we will have dinner under 
the stars.
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When you fly over the Exumas and look down on the tiny jewel-like islands, you’ll see every shade of blue possible 
where the crystal-clear tropical Atlantic pours over the deep cuts between the cays and the constantly shifts sandbars 
that look like meditative sand paintings. It’s no wonder this area has become so popular. 
The area is so precious — it’s reefs and island environments so pristine — that in 1957 the Bahamas government set 
aside a 176-square-mile section as the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park, one of the world’s most successful marine parks 
and a haven for yachtsmen. 
The Exumas are  divided into three major sections: Great Exuma, Little Exuma and the Exuma Cays. There are 365 cays 
on the north and south sides beginning just 35 miles southeast of Nassau. Great Exuma Island, together with the Exuma 
cays offer an amazing variety of vacation possibilities, from resorts and hotels with luxury amenities to basic fishing 
lodges. Hidden coves, bays and harbours throughout are magnets for yachts and sport fishermen. 



DAY 5 - COMPASS CAY

Compass Cay is a beautiful crescent shaped beach, voted 
one of the best in the Bahamas. You can swim with pet nurse 
sharks, or just pet them from the dinghy dock as they surface 
to greet you. 
There is a small marina here, and in the later afternoon a 
group of nurse sharks always come by looking for food.  The 
local bar here is a haven for people to congregate later in the 
afternoon.  
Visit "Rachael's Bubble Bath", a large natural pool full of 
bubbles formed from ocean waves that crash over the edge 
of the lagoon. 

DAY 6 - WARDERICK WELLS

 Warderick Wells deserves its place as “most popular 
cay”. And you will probably remember it as that one particular 
harbor that you will long to return to, if only in your 
memories. Over four miles of nature trails on the cay lead 
to rare plants, caves, wells, and the ruins of a small Loyalist 
Plantation. Discovery of the ruins lead to a search of the files 
in the National Archives in Nassau, revealing a land grant 
given to a family named Davis around 1785. And to preserve 
its integrity, remember that fishing or taking of any wildlife 
within park limits is strictly forbidden.  
This is the headquarters of the Exuma Cays Land and 
Sea Park. You will be amazed at the awesome display of 
watercolors and sandbanks. Visit the headquarters and take 
advantage of the walking trails and snorkeling reefs. 
The park is governed by the Bahamas National Trust. It was 
established in 1958 to preserve and maintain the delicate 
ecological balance of marine life in the Bahamas. The Trust 
operates National Parks throughout the Bahamas. This 
underwater park is literally untouched underwater and 
snorkeling and diving is excellent here.  As in any protected 
area, fishing is not allowed.

DAY 7 - SHROUD CAY

Delight in the beautiful expanse of beaches and climb 
the large hill for a panoramic view of the anchorage. Walk the 
trails to explore ruins of loyalist Plantations from 1783-1830.  
The island boasts a yacht club, marina, and small village.  This 
is a great spot to take a break from the yacht and enjoy a  true 
Bahamian ambiance 
Shroud Cay is actually an archipelago, or a cluster of islands 
connected by mangroves and a salt-water river system. The 
water inside the archipelago is very shallow (mere inches in 
most places). It is part of the Exuma Cays Land and Seas Park. 

DAY 8 - NASSAU

Today we will make our way back to Nassau where we will 
bid you adieu and hope you come back to visit again very soon.


